
William Harvey
1578 - 1657

First to fully describe
the circulatory system,
including valves, veins
and the role of the heart

A pioneer of modern
embryology

Personal physician to 
King James I
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“The examination of the bodies of animals has always been my
delight; and I have thought that we might thence not only obtain
an insight into the lighter mysteries of Nature, but there perceive
a kind of image or reflex of the omnipotent Creator himself.”
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“The life of the flesh is in 
the blood . . . .”

– Leviticus 17:11, 14

“life therefore resides in the blood 
(as we are informed in our sacred 
writings) . . . .” – William Harvey
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